
“At each step, the Lord put the right people in my path at the right time.” Fr. Michael Kettron 

Fr. Kettron’s life journey and 60 years of priestly service touched countless lives and carried him 

around the world, taking the self-described “hick-boy Hoosier” from Anderson to Great Britain, 

France, Spain, Rome, the Holy Land, Egypt, South Africa, Vietnam, and multiple religious 

shrines.   

Born in Anderson, Indiana, on October 13, 1930 at St. John Hickey Memorial Hospital to Lydia 

Catherine (Doerflein) and Richard Leo, and was raised with his sisters, Mary Angela Kraus and 

Carolyn Wiehe. 

From grade school through high school, he attended St. Mary’s Parochial Catholic School in 

Anderson then went on to Our Lady of the Lakes Preparatory Seminary in Syracuse, Indiana 

(Lake Wawasee). 

He continued his education for priesthood at St. Meinrad Seminary and School of Theology to 

receive degrees in Philosophy and Theology. 

He was ordained on May 25, 1957. 

Fr. Kettron’s first assignment was as an associate pastor at the Cathedral of St. Mary of the 

Immaculate Conception in Lafayette under the pastorate of Bishop Carberry for three years, 

during which time he was also assigned to the Chancery office. 

At age 30 he was sent to Rome to earn a doctorate in Canon Law. His mom, dad, aunt, and uncle 

driving him to New York City where he would travel on to Southampton, England, on the HMS 

Queen Elizabeth.  From there, he boarded a plane to Lourdes, France and on to Paris to the Rue 

de Bach shrine of St. Catherine Labrieu.   

He had never been on a plane before this trip. He flew Aer Lingus and when the plane hit 

turbulence, all the Irish Catholic pilgrims aboard pulled out their rosaries and began to pray 

aloud. 

He attended the Pontifical North American College where he lived in residence at the Casa Santa 

Maria on the Via Del’Umilta, a property which the Holy Father had given to the bishops of 

America. 

At the Vatican, he loved to take visitors to the excavations under St. Peter’s [the scavi] where 

church archeologists found brick walls that were like the catacombs in the area where St. Peter 

had been buried under the basilica.  

After three years of study and with his doctorate in Canon Law from the Gregorian University, 

he returned to Indiana in 1963 to serve again at the Chancery Office in Lafayette as pro-

Chancellor, and later as Chancellor.  



He was assigned by Bishop Gallagher to serve as pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Delphi in 1967, 

where he took on the five year task of remodeling the church.  In 1972, he became pastor of Our 

Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish in Carmel, and later at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cicero in 

1987.   

A highlight of Fr. Kettron’s life was his 25th anniversary while he was pastor at Our Lady of Mt. 

Camel Church.  All seven of his ordination classmates came to celebrate with the guests and 

Cardinal Carberry, the archbishop of St. Louis, was the main celebrant.   

In fulfilling his pastoral mission, Fr Kettron found great spiritual satisfaction and long-lasting 

friendships during his priesthood involvement in many Catholic movements - Cursillo, Christ 

Renews His Parish, Parish Encounter and Priest Encounter. 

Looking back at the different personalities of each parish in which he served, Fr Kettron said, “I 

was only at St. Joseph parish in Delphi for five years, but they say a priest’s first love is his first 

parish, and I really loved Delphi.” 

In his later years, Father lived at an independent retirement community in Carmel where he 

celebrated a weekly Mass for the nearly 30 Catholics who lived in the complex. 

He  loved talking of his travels, those who influenced his vocation, the religious art he collected 

over the years, and the amazing people he encountered who went on to be recognized as saints. 

“As a young kid, I was especially influenced by the lives of the saints and never thought  I would 

live in the time of martyrs and saints,”  noting his contacts with St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina, St. 

John XXIII, St. Paul VI, St. Teresa of Kolkata, St. John Paul II, and Venerable Archbishop 

Fulton Sheen.  He recognized not just saints around the world, but local religious leaders who 

also adorned his path through 60 years of priesthood.  He especially appreciated his encounters 

with the Sisters of St Joseph of  Tipton  and Sisters of Notre Dame of Toledo. 

Father knew since second grade that he was being called to the priesthood, recalling priests and 

women religious who had a strong influence on him.  He specifically named pastors and teachers 

from his childhood parish of St Mary Church in Anderson where he was raised. Of those who 

nurtured his interest in his vocation, he said Msgr. Fred Potthoff was an inspiration; Fr. James 

Stapleton had a vivacious personality; and Msgr. Thomas Travers was very uniquely a gentleman 

and an intellectual. He also cited the Holy Cross nuns as having a tremendous influence.  “They 

were the only staff teaching at St. Mary’s elementary and high schools, and they were 

remarkable women.”  He mentioned seven students from his time at St. Mary High School in 

Anderson who were called to the consecrated life, including two priests and one woman religious 

from his Class of 1948. 

Fr. Kettron had a passion for travel.  He spent time in Vietnam during the Tet Offensive in 1968 

with Fr. Robert Charlebois, a dear friend from his seminary days who was directing Catholic 

Relief Services in the Far East.  They flew over dangerous territories delivering supplies from the 

American government to feed the starving.  The two priests flew back to the United States on the 

same flight and brought with them five babies that would be adopted out to families in the 

United States. 



It was during that vacation when talking on the phone in Saigon to family in Cincinnati, Ohio, 

that Father learned he had been appointed by Bishop Gallagher to be pastor of Our Lady of  Mt. 

Carmel Parish.  Father didn’t even know where Mt. Carmel was as it was such a rural, 

undeveloped area of Indiana at that time. While driving around trying to locate OLMC, he saw a 

large, old brick farm house the envisioned as a possible future antique shop and home after 

retirement. There were many items he had acquired over the years to stock a potential antique 

store once he retired from active ministry.  But as he continued as a pastor into his 70s, the 

dream of that business faded. “I continued working too many years, and I became an old man 

before my dream could be realized.” Eventually, he sold the majority of the inventory he had 

amassed from his years of travel and treasure shopping.   

It was quite a collection that filled up that old farm house and barn but he made the difficult 

decision to give it all up with the exception of a few selected sacred items that were especially 

dear to him which he proudly displayed in his two bedroom cottage.  He designated his second 

bedroom as his personal chapel and was particularly fond of the cloisonné tabernacle – a 

cherished possession salvaged from the renovation at St. Joseph Church in Delphi.  He spoke 

with delight about all the objects of religious art, directing attention to a Japanese needlework 

created by a parishioner at OLMC.  A brass and crystal chandelier illuminated his living room (a 

yard-sale discovery acquired as he was taking the scenic route home to Cicero). 

Fr. Dale Ehrman, Fr. Kettron’s successor as pastor of Sacred Heart, invited Father to celebrate 

his diamond ordination anniversary Fr. Ehrman wrote Fr. Kettron’s impact in a parish bulletin 

article.   

It is hard to imagine just how many lives have been touched by Fr. Kettron’s 60 years of  

ministry.  Like St. Paul, priests are co-workers with God, planting seeds of faith and 

assisting faith to grow. In his nearly quarter century as pastor here, Fr. Kettron’s priestly 

ministry touched many lives… God does incredible things through people who answer 

His call to serve. 

At the reception afterwards, hundreds shared memories of Fr. Kettron--Baptisms, Cursillos, 

Christ Renews His Parish,  funerals, sick calls, Confirmations, marriage preparations and 

weddings.   

Fr. Kettron reflected at the reception, “At each step, the Lord put the right people in my path at 

the right time. Thank you for being there.” 

 


