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Dear parishioners of Sacred Heart,

There is nothing like a crisis to help put things in perspective.  The pandemic has exposed our 
vulnerability, humanity, and mortality.  It has also reminded us of the great value of our Catholic 
family of faith and of gathering together to worship Our Lord in the celebration of the Eucharist.  
During this time of social distancing, we have been creative and innovative in the ways which we 
come together to serve the Lord, even while apart.  I am very proud and heartened by the way our 
community rose to the challenge and came together during a time of adversity.  

But this time of crisis also identified some ways in which we could have responded more efficiently 
and effectively.  It has outlined the great need for our pastorate to have a concrete plan, rooted in a 
clear, inspiring mission.  Crisis or no crisis, the work of the Church carries on, and we must be well-
equipped to rise to the occasion.  As St. Paul writes this is to “equip the holy ones for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12)  

Over the past few months, as a part of Bishop Doherty’s Uniting in Heart pastoral plan, I’ve gathered 
with leaders in our pastorate to discern goals and milestones based on your feedback with our 
parish survey and the Bishop’s Uniting in Heart 2030 plan.  Included, you will find specific goals and 
activities for our pastorate to engage in over the course of the next three years to help Sacred Heart 
grow and transform.  Our focus is on creating missionary disciples that build up the Kingdom of God 
using the pillars of Mission, Community, and Witness.  

This three-year plan will be the guiding document for decisions made at the pastorate.  It will also 
guide our pastoral and finance councils in their work.  There is much to be done, and this plan will 
give us clear direction.  Our path forward includes something for everyone—from those who are 
new to those who have been part of our community for years.  

Please read this plan carefully so that you know the next steps that our pastorate is taking and 
how you can be part of our future.  This is an exciting time for our pastorate and our diocese.  I am 
grateful for your commitment to our community and to Christ.  

We have a great heritage at Sacred Heart and we have a lot 
to be proud of—but we can’t rest on our laurels.  We have to 
constantly look ahead to the horizon if we want to follow God’s 
will.  As we continue to honor our past, join us as we build on 
the foundation to create a more life-giving future—believe in 
what comes next.  

May we Unite in Heart,

Fr. Sean Pogue
Missionary Pastor
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MISSION & VALUES
Our Sacred Mission
We are the people of God uniting in the heart of Jesus Christ.  We join the whole 
Church in proclaiming the Gospel in Word, Sacrament and Charity for the salvation 
of all people.

The Values that Guide our Pastorate Vision Plan
Mission:

• We will focus on a culture of encounter where people experience Christ in the 
Liturgy, Scriptures, and community.

• We will deepen our personal relationship with Christ through intentional times 
of prayer each day.  

• We will walk with the youth and young adults of our parish to help them grow 
deep roots of faith.  

• We will build missionary disciples by providing a variety of opportunities for all 
to discover a personal relationship with Jesus Christ that inspires action.  

• We will create a culture of vocations where all are encouraged and 
accompanied as they seek to do God’s Will in their life.  

Community:
• We will foster a “Culture of Belonging” where those in our parish family, all 

newcomers, all who visit our church, and all who just inquire about our parish 
will know of our hospitality and that we are a parish family that cares.  

• We will be recognized as a Christ-centered, continuously growing, and loving 
community dedicated to compassionate outreach to anyone in need of 
spiritual, physical, and emotional comfort.  

Witness:
• We will collectively continue to learn, grow, and teach each other the wisdom 

of the Gospel and celebrate our faith with joy.  

• We will witness to our personal relationship with Jesus Christ with all those we 
meet.  

• We will strive to serve all of those in need in our parish, our community, and 
our world.  

• We will develop outreach to Catholics who are not active in a faith community.  
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He was praying in a certain place, and 
when he had finished, one of his disciples 
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as 
John taught his disciples.” Luke 11:1

As disciples of Jesus Christ, prayer must be ever on our lips.  Through prayer, 
we adore God and make our requests known to Him.  We offer Him thanks 
and praise, and we seek the intercession of Jesus and the saints.  The 
community of Sacred Heart Pastorate desires to grow in deeper relationship 
with the Trinity by fostering an active prayer life that begins first and 
foremost with the highest act of prayer:  the Mass.  But prayer is not just 
meant to happen at church.  To be true disciples of Christ, we are committed 
to deepening our relationship with Him through daily, personal prayer — an 
act that will only strengthen our parish community as a whole.    

GOAL for Promote Committed Discipleship through Adult Formation: 
Develop an Adult Formation process that accompanies adults in a variety of forms and focuses 
on various walks of life. 

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• Accompany parents of young children in understanding and sharing their faith 

• Focus specifically on engaging fathers of the parish in their faith journeys and growth through small faith 
sharing communities or Dad’s Day Retreats once a year (statistics show the more involved a father is, the 
more likely a child will be as he/she gets older)

• Develop a Parents of Young Children Group (Little Hearts) with outreach to both mothers and fathers 
(Summer 2021)

• Walk with adults and meet them where they are in their faith journey by offering a variety of entry points for 
catechetical study based upon their individual understanding of their faith

• Utilize different bible study and book study formats and make available at various times (in person and by 
Zoom) to reach a broader audience (Summer 2021)

• Develop leaders in the parish to evangelize our own families through workshops and witness speakers (Fall 
2021)

• Include adults/parents in a formation group during Parish Religious Ed with a scripture or similar study  
(Fall 2021)

GOAL for Foster Liturgy as the Source and Summit: Inspire fascination with the 
Real Presence and with liturgy by engaging parishioners in liturgical formation opportunities.

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• Offer a weekend retreat for parishioners at St. Joseph Retreat and Conference Center in Tipton that focuses on 
liturgical formation and education (Fall/Winter 2021)

• Bible study with focus on development of worship through the Old Testament into the New Testament 
(Summer 2022)

• Incorporate opportunities of Praise and Worship during Adoration (XLT) (Summer 2022)

• Book study using liturgical documents like Sacrosanctum Concilium (Spring 2023)

• Offer Mass in Slow Motion 1x per year as a source of catechesis and understanding

• Offer weekly talks during adoration, including occasional series that ties to the liturgy and liturgical teachings

MISSION
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Contribute to the needs of the holy ones, exercise hospitality. 
Romans 12:13

Sacred Heart Pastorate desires to develop a culture of hospitality in which Jesus Christ is encountered by 
all those who approach our doors — be it physically or virtually.  As a community of disciples of the One 
who counseled, “I was … a stranger, and you welcomed me” (Mt 25:35), we seek to foster a culture where 
all are welcome, and where faith is ignited and strengthened.  In all that we do, we seek to invite all 
people to Christ by leading with charity, humility and kindness.

GOAL for Strengthen the Domestic Church: Recognize and accompany all types of 
families and individuals to bring the faith beyond the Church doors into homes.

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• Incorporate and teach a lifestyle of liturgical living in the home—bridging the gap between the Mass and the 
Domestic Church

• Embrace multi-generational family events that combine witness, prayer, socialization, and a meal
• Strengthening sacramental preparation programs to focus on the unique role that parents have in raising their 

children as the primary catechist with all other catechesis supplemental to that happening at home
• Develop a Family Catechesis program for those families who wish to catechize their child at home, through the 

liturgy, and various parish ministries (Fall 2021)
• Reaching out to diverse families to accompany through the distinctive characteristics and dynamics

• Especially divorced households, single parents, widow/ers, and those who have lost children so that each feel 
included and welcomed within our community and a place at the table to be loved, understood, and supported

• Utilize the bulletin to acknowledge those groups in a “We See You” on-going series of reflections and prayers 
(Winter 2021-22)

• Offer various catechetical programs for Religious Education with in-person, online, at home, etc.
• Promote the witness of prayer within the Church, making times available for those with 

families and young children (Summer 2022)

GOAL for Enhance Parish Vitality and Vibrancy: Foster 
communication and marketing strategies that reach a larger number of 
parishioners and community members.

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• Be a Welcoming Community through our registration and welcome process with new 
parishioners and those seeking a Church home (Summer 2021)
• Develop Welcome Packets for a registration process that includes staff directory, letter 

from the pastor, registration information, ministry information, and various handouts—available for pickup 
at weekend liturgies

• Create a Welcome Committee and procedures for when new families join to connect them with established 
parishioners

• Host New Parishioner events 2x a year with various ministry leaders present to form important connections in 
the first year of membership

• Host a Ministry Fair once a quarter to promote various parish ministries and volunteer opportunities (Fall 2021)
• Utilize social media in a more effective manner through creation of a “SHJC Group” page so that more people see/

are targeted by Facebook (Winter 2021-22)
• Communication efforts then geared towards specifically non-parishioners who are seeking information about 

the parish, activities, and ministries
• Allows for parishioner involvement to share and comment on the various areas and interact with community 

members
• Develop a newsletter sent through all various forms of communication (Flocknote, social media, website, postal 

mail) that covers upcoming events for families to plan and be made aware (Summer 2022)
• Begin quarterly and aim for bi-monthly
• Allow for a journalistic feel with parishioners writing articles to be included, promoting area events, and 

Sacred Heart involvement in community initiatives

COMMUNITY
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As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.  
1 Peter 4:10

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are not meant to keep our love for him to ourselves.  On 
the contrary, we are called to “go … and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19).  Jesus was 
sent by the Father into the world to save us, and Sacred Heart Pastorate is committed to 
equipping and inspiring our parishioners to share this salvific message with those who 
do not yet believe.  As Jesus himself said, He is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and no 

one goes to the Father except through Him (Jn 14:6)!     

GOAL for Develop a Parish Culture of Evangelization: Ignite the fire of Christ 
within parishioners to feel empowered and witness their faith within the pastorate and 
greater community.    

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• Engage and equip all people to share the kerygma in their daily lives and encounters

• Focus on being a welcoming atmosphere for all people who enter the doors of Sacred Heart pastorate

• Develop parishioners and coach them on how to witness and share their faith story

• Offer various opportunities through retreats and small groups focusing specifically on faith sharing and 
witness/testimony giving

• Encourage individuals to share their story at parish events, in newsletters, or with other parishioners and 
community members

• Build a habit of inviting neighbors and acquaintances to attend liturgies with families, specifically those that 
teach more about the Catholic faith

• Utilize “The 99” program by Ascension Press (Fall and Winter 2021-2022) to develop parish leaders with the 
Master Class and then host a parish mission focusing on the people in the pews

• Host events in local businesses, such as “Fajitas with Father” or “Pizza with a Priest” to allow both parishioners 
and community members to ask questions about the faith or Catholic stance on current topics  
(Winter 2021-22)

• Create small groups for faith sharing using either “The Search” by Augustine Institute or YDisciple by 
Net Ministries as entry points for both adults and youth by Spring 2022

• Host Catholic evangelists to share their faith story through parish missions, retreats, and revivals  
(Fall 2022, Spring 2023)

GOAL for Teach the Spirituality of Stewardship: Instill an understanding 
of the spirituality of stewardship through biblical roots to increase passion driven 
stewardship by hospitality, prayer, formation, and service with time, talent, and 
treasure.  

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• In conjunction with the Ministry Fair, develop “What’s your ministry this year?” program  
(Winter 2021-22)

• Family commitment cards displayed in a prominent place

• Includes family picture and what ministry/ministries they will be supporting for the year

• Promote an annual Stewardship renewal of Time, Talent, and Treasure (Summer 2022)

• Giving renewal program with OSV to increase on-line giving and giving to various special 
collections

• Seek a 5% parishioner giving increase (either monetarily or number of parishioners giving)

WITNESS
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In August of 1898, Father Balthasar Biegel of Elwood purchased six lots 
on Pearl Street, where our present day building now sits.  It wasn’t until a 
building committee had been formed and money had been raised that the 
cornerstone was laid on September 30, 1900.  On January 31, 1901, the first 
Mass was celebrated in the newly built Church—Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic 
Church—joining together St. Mary’s church from the Buscher’s Settlement and 
St. John’s church from the Mullin’s Settlement.  

As we near our 125th anniversary of the formation and building of Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, we continue to build on the foundation of Catholic faith and 
values in the Cicero community.  We honor our past.  And, as we consider the 
next 125 years of our future, we continue to dream much like Fr. Biegel, the 
Buschers, and the Mullins did that the generations to come will carry forward 
our community of faith into the future.  They believed in what would come 
next.  

Honor the Past
Believe in What Comes Next

1898-2023

Save the date for our 125 Anniversary—Summer 2023 

OUR 125TH ANNIVERSARY
1898-2023
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SACRED HEART OF JESUS CHURCH
PO BOX 889
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Father of Mercy, through the gift of your son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit, 
you promise to make all things new. Open our hearts and minds during this time of diocesan and parish 
renewal, and endow us with your gifts...

 of Grace .....................................We Pray O Lord 
 of Wisdom .................................We Pray O Lord 
 of Courage ................................We Pray O Lord

Show us the way...

 to Discernment ..........................Help Us O Lord 
 to Unity ......................................Help Us O Lord 
 to Hospitality .............................Help Us O Lord 
 to Loving Kindness ....................Help Us O Lord 
 to Serve Others .........................Help Us O Lord 
 to Proclaim Your Holy Word ....Help Us O Lord

Let us pray: Help us all to respond to our baptismal grace to make disciples of all people. Help us, O 
Lord, to learn, love and live Christ’s mission so we can hand on your gifts to future generations. Send out 
your Spirit and renew your Church. 

Uniting in Heart, and through the intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary, St. Joseph, the Apostles and 
the Saints, we ask you to hear our prayer and grant us your graces through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.


